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JAPANESE CULTURAL CENTER OF HAWAI‘I
ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW
with

Toshio Saito (TS)
Shikibu “Clara” Saito (Toshio’s wife) (CS)

Interview by: Jim Tanabe (JT)
and Yoshie Tanabe (YT)

Interview Date: May 8, 2004
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OK, Today is May 8th, 2004. We are interviewing Mr. Toshio Saito, who was
interned in Honouliuli and the other places on the mainland. [4—/%7—., 4 H X
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They were married in Japan [ & 13 H AR CTHEME L 72 0 43].
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Sand paper [#&C3 VD IZ. DL EERHILLTHD, | |

ZLTEBEAS MOV YU —DT7 2T T,

% 9. floor [IR] 1LY v viz,

ZHWH, BURFIZEEZR A, | .

Z A FRHER2NTT,

o, FroEbhnewnh, fBRnnb,

FNTHHEALTEDL, HOIRLT, L THEA TR, [BERIIEAZRICRS
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KPIESTLEI DL, BOLLoTLE-TEALEBDLI B, HD
Honouliuli C,

THIRANSRST?

FHIRNBE ST TT L, Shower room [(B=E] 127> T, ¥ ¥ UV —DRKE,
papaya v = — ADKMN LTz > T, TOKD, HARIEEZS > TV AB W
T9 XL, Papaya V= — A, HBNNFIToTHD, HrotWREBNLL ol
papaya v = — A,

HAIVITHK ?

BN D, HBAN[FEDNDIHN]BNLL Lo T b, /KD papaya ¥ 2 — A D
KRNI BH-T, 7ol=o7TC,

TN, MIAbBLTZLD ?

TAIRNT, ENS bBWEoTehriz,

FZDOFEIFTZEI NI AN, EFEREATZD LTENRLRNSTZTT N 72725
SENTNEATTN?

ZZo EF I T ATHEERATLE L,

FIBRNTBIX, AMCEBER B T2 5 2

EolEolzmha, TUIEST=2hEL ALY ALK,

ZIEIL, once aweek [EIZ—FE] 7>, RITKRDHI, kKo7 TL LD ?

W TEWFAIN W T Lk 9, AEHAL, Wo~ARTI L7z, Maui 2>
LT, ZL TR TENG,

W AT 2 Maui 2B, Db,

ZDORFIFEE L TN ed ?

I LoRno,

KIETZ > T-D i,

D, FETOMRE L & o7ehiia,

OK,ZT% Z 775 Sand Island 7> & Honouliuli (2, Sand Island (3£ 72PADH 72D
TN

ot D, . . AMEoT2A D LS M,

% LT Honouliuli IZHT L <AT< AbB-72 0, mainland [7 A U AR L] 12
XA, TO2%I, BT AN b BT,

T, Honouliuli iz ~>T, AR TLE?
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L OB oTzhbia, BOHIZ camp [INAEPT] BT AN D, RAEITH -
7=iE, . L FERTho7ehbia, LHEK 2 F6% 3 F k- Tia, FEIE > 72
5. RATEEThHoT=TIENE L L,

/N0 cottage [/NE] 22,

% 9. barrack [Je&] L4, ZOHITMATE Tz ?

HHEGIL 8 A,

ZoR, —BELVANIZDOIHNWES72TL & 943,

Bed [N R]iL?

ETFTH- T,

Double 2 EX] TdH -7 ?

A Ao

458H->T8 A,

Y, TIFI, DLDEZHLZEITE TR 28 NTZoT2m Lo, FHUTR
-z,

(EDDNDARTFHATWES?
DLE—HEIFESTDO2RATEY £T X, TONFEES E D TN bA
B, WARSTE I ADG, IHH, ZNNLFE, 2 ADBRB-7TTIbLE—F
Th, FICARIN 2 N, Z0b, HTESTo07z,

LA 2

LA

EESA?EGay TR

L7220,

R frAR=a T2
EINEoTmhz, 2 A DWEENTR s, TR0,

TR ez 2

T 2

RS2

FHEIZEE BECcLlz, e, WA, biv, —H7Z-724, AL barrack [ft4],
Jack, Tasaka, Jack?

Tasaka, &HAVITHERDN R, 4 HPERDNR,

Yoshinori 42, Jack Yoshinori Tasaka, D&\,

Abe X A, Abe Sanji > T, Hawaii B 5H724, %457,

OV NITIRIEFH TS, | L EETHDHATTN?

Abe Sanji? HONIZE I b ARz, b Ik EIZo7rb 3 > L&, Okubo,
2o 727372, Sakakihara, &b TEiakE MMM 72 - 7242, Abe Sanji &§E7Z -
T2,
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B ARk 2 HTI 2

2z, EEohmn FHA L,

AT E DL BVDK 2

ZA, DLIYD DR EFEDOANTLI L,

FERLDO NH, Z LT, Honouliuli DA% ?

Ehrp 2 Wix | FHEER > TH Y £ LIz LA,

EDERER 2 il % LT\ D 2

R ER > T, D, REWDHATT L, Koa[ NV AEHADOKR]Z, HIbART
T AT,

Pay [#5H] X720y o7 2

o T,

IR ENDN, FOHEEZEN T\ o> THFETTR, V—4—7o72h, Koail
7308

FrITR—FREIAT > Thb i, K, ko Thn, BEVL TR, O mosquito 1] 23
T SABLD D,

AN ENDH D LIE, OV IFEIE o7z %,

2 Ao ENMHREEIC LT,

Z @ camp [INEPT] OIMAITE - 7= 2

R A SMEITTT,

WA~ 53] L D I24a,

R RIZ VDN > T, Koafk D IZiT-> T, T25&, BELATT XL, BERH-
=TT &,

Oh, honey bee [:5X°, I V3 F]?

% 9., honeybee [X Y F], £9% 9, AV IAToT2F LD D,
HNEXK 72?2

2 o

9, THHERNTLLEY?

falau, Hiv, ZETRh, FLTVWALTHhD,

fii % 2

[KoTWalHIENTIDE, Th, ATRholhb,
bHFZICAARD TR 2 B- 9

XA, BoleTT L, AIETT L,

BELTZ®

99 Ao

FEILTCERNWTL X O,
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ZOBETLIE=D?

B, HO army [FEE] A - & 5 space [T 12, €22, 7 FOHIZA- &
Do

T, TOHTT T T T LTCNDEDERIZATTN?

Z o, fif, kitchen |23k T/ 5, [A U kitchen T kau kau [/~7 A §ETAEBH|L &
ST b,

Z 9, Kaukau Z—f&lz L7z ?

A, FRBILEY TR,

Butsame [TH IR U] &5 T,

ZZ. bLBO—HIZ camp [IXEFT] (A -7 A2 cook [BHEE] LT, =L T
ﬁ)EO o o

THZED, KIS ATRIEATLLED ?

XA, HCRELIZ L,

FWANT=HBE>7=TLXH?

Lo, HVYG o o

T, £ZIZHD, Sergeant Loveless 735> 7242 ?

2 Ao BT TITEBY £ LIzX, Office [FHAT] 1243,

HADAN?

REDPODWDB ORI ANE WS EET LT &1,

Z A, KxaBEloTETHLEELTHHDL, Az,

ENDOLET, HDOO L guard [Zfii] D ANDOLET. Wi &5 2 Loveless, i

Lv—
“—o0 o o

9 — /A, guard [Z4i] O4RTIX. 1 A7ZTIT office [F55T] IZHB > T b,

& D Hawaiian [NT A N] OFEE B 7Z[E VI ]EET L4, £ Hawaiian
[NTAN] DEFKITTVWSAHORIFEL T, B-WErE-THLH-o7=0 LizEwn
IFREIEITE @

~zo, EDNESTEDMLA?

ENOHFESTZ?

BND, , o BRI,

B 7Zeinoi= 2?2 Rvo Tz,

ffizix. O Haiku TIXEWAE->7=203, bOEIIMEE 72706, 1H
< BWETH, chop chop [pidgin English TH.< |, . W) &K TV

Do o o B THHD, T, o o

ZH. Wbz,

HADA?
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XA, €D, KRR, £D7ATT D, baseball [BFEK] TL7zhda, ESDIT,
H O lawn [Z]D EiZZ 9 lawn mower [ZXI] Y #] @ machine [##%] TH 2 95~
— 7T, R TIich, ELEBIX, v— 27T 5725,

V=3 hHREHT?

fipd~—27 THHEYTIZ, BRANSDOMEZ, Rz A7=Z0, 2508z,
Sabotage [fifzs£ T-{F]?

HARDORATEED KT & hda,

Keysign [¥—H% 1 ] > T, HARIELHST-TT L, ¥IDE-s720nbi,
FTE—HFLS B,

T, Honouliuli iZfT>72DiL, ZDOHEHILH 9 194375572 TL X9 ?
Honouliuli T4 722?22, £9% 9, HDETL X 912,

43, 44\272>TC, T, EATEAEEERT XAV Ao TE T, HARIZHITT
2O T, BRAEBZDIARFIC[ZFNICONT?2)1ZDF ¥ 7ORERCB L [B
Vool ATETNR2DLETE, Enhrbdd AbHo L5122

A, EI%EH, Camp [IXEFT] bz, Hons AbEBo-iaxz,

BL AL Tule Lake BN D L da, REELNTZD?

b9, BRIZmASH D T, Wo (HFD) HhhrbirbAboi,

BLIA, BRIZFY 2o T=D?

XA, ARITFLOHDE-7-TL X 9,

SOH Yo7 ? 725 Tule Lake (26 Hv7z 2

TH, BRIZREV T2V E WO 0EETZD?

JEFIZ L7220, JEiFiEL2nTd i,

FoTHOGTEZT-D?

A BINDETEIWN)AEFERTIZSWITADLDNEAND,

[Part 3 begins]

TS:
JT:

TS:
JT:
TS:

YT:

TS:
JT:

YT:

ZNRTEST5H 9IRS BREWN - T,

Honouliuli IZf& -7z & %, Oahu BT — A bH-> T NER Do T b IEmRIZ kK
HNEIR IS T2 ATTIN?

WE IR EABY ELERR, TH, KEHATLEL,

HNO RN A TTIN?

HoTIERBS =0, o0, . .

Hinso7= 2

Hioro>7= T34z,

Z9. KDDL,

BULIAE, TAUVIRBULIAZ trust [EHILZ2WDE2H ARG 72005
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7z 2

AR, TIELIs WOETTHh,

WOETTH trust [[EH L2V, 72006 Tule Lake (1226 540720 2

Z9H9TL XD,

C. Honouliuli 8% 9 close up [FAAF] +H5ATL XL D ?

ZI. bIREVWSMFEIZZR>TR, AR RGATTHL, HHWIFEITRoT
Rz, BRI E DM & D,

ZORRL, Flx xRS AL, BB REMED & - 7= A T3> 2 Honouliuli 7>
DIFFSNDAEEMEN D ST A TT ) ?

FUTOND FE AR,

FTHo, HIEAEIZE S WS DI TTREATTN?

fEEE, Lo TkolzAf, wife [ZE] BNEDHTLEI?ZIWIHIIIEL H -7 TT
Rz,

BN D ENIC, B U S ALE Tule Lake (2255720 2

IZV>, Tule Lake THb 7= D& £ L1,

BRI AP EE LT EoMT<Fih o, E5 Licnnen?
HOWTRT, HRM, bOBEL & -7=nb, AARICRS - T, TLT, 1
ThbHh o, Texasll, . .

BRIAL, TAV DT RMEZESTZATTN?2Giveup [[HHZ E]LIZAT
TIN?ENT, BATITLHITEDENL, ToLMEIND, . .

AR, TOWVNIDITTLIL,

Honouliuli 7> 5 Tule Lake ?

XA END Texas, & L ThE 0264 contract - T Seabrook Farm - T
R[RBEE 2 mE 5L T, 25 http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Seabrook_Farms/],

Seabrook Farms 17> 7= ™1?
HELTEND,

Oh my goodness [Z2e A TZ &' & D, Peru [~V —]®D A-- three hundred [ = H]!
[TS 1ZaE<]

D, o< SAVELIL LA, ZHA, —HAD, | |
HE ZIATH T TT &,

Bl JEoT2?

—FIEFEoTLE 2Rz, [RoTWnET]
Seabrook Farm [XESWMEF CTL-7, #S6BE T, |
Frozen food [/ ] L4,

Shift [ fHi]?

Shift [Z&2fRHil]. 2 .
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T, dOKEL Do 7=, Fifty cents an hour [H#3 50 &2 K] & 23?2
ZHOTLEDP R, bIOISBNTLENE L L,

ZDON25cents [ R, FHDA5B0cents [E2 R,

BIVE LT L,

ZLTHATLE D 2RBH72NTL LD ?

EOEI. £OIED,

IRBD AN -T2

WA TRV, Zh37emolz,

X %, sevendays [7 Hf#, —HEMHIAZZL L] 2> TEETLIZ K,
ZOHANDLHL, o & 50 L 5, Collins. Collins W9 A& D lawyer [F77#
1,

22 FATFVMNE L

B—B— RE! 22, DLLOIRED,

RFELT, . .

T D X,

ZRo WIbo L D,

Z— ! FBHDH ! 2

Yeah [ 2]. % 9. keep [fRF] LTS D,

Wilid 5 &

BWRENT=0D ?

XA, BEWEOTHA Iz,

%@ Wayne Collins § 9 NZHARANDOKREZFEE LT, KREBTZbIF Tk
R, FRZ, M7 AV IOHARNTZBI, Crystal City IZE72 A,
HNDTHOT, BHEASNELNRDST-DX 2?2 Z0NERP-ST26, BULIAER
(WD NAHATRIERIZ . b O AT ARICESNDATESTZD,

ZIZLTH, T AV AOHARANELIEZZ300HbF Y DAL T EST, 0
IIDDNIFAAZL S OIS ICARIZELNTEATE L, AARABIELIEILTLE
2, M H R,

bLOKETY., IWAK-STA, UKD XA ->Tha, HOAPNAKRIZIFY £ Lz
il

HARIZIR T AREE»>7- XL, 3%, OK,Z LT Honouliuli THiEHME % give up
31 L T, Tule Lake IZ2°-> XV £ 540 T, Tule Lake 22547 < ANIER 21X D A
NIRBD, ZOWNI NTLER?2TRMEZETIZD LT, TAIVIETZOWVIA
ERZ EH LIEOTE 2T ADRARAL Tule Lake IZIE 72072 L4 2 Tule
Lake 1% ®, karaboshi [F5k (HRZANTA ADHE) L, BN RAREZLE
a7 WA BT, £ 25 Crystal City, IRILOET AV IO ANB W=kl Z A
T. & Z/5 Seabrook Farm &, ?
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B L S A$20,000 H & 7z 2 [1988 LA KBUR K 0 SREHINAE SV HRT AV
NIZSZ Tz — N4 720 OB FERHES]

ZZ, bbWE LT,

T, Seabrook Farm I Y FEAFTEI LR AL, HRA L LRI E, AL
Ao o o

W, HEITWVNEZTLE L,

WWNEZATLTE?

Honouliuli & klE~7= 543,

b, TH7O VT AU BOREBKEH -,

Z DN, Spanish [ZA~2A L] #EZEET 2

Il T D,

& F L= 2l & F L7 2 Spanish [A3A  §E] & 56T AT 2

A, HONTHo FHEANLR %,

T, & LE LD 2?2 %0 frozen food [ E ], EARfEEEZ L ELEZ?
LD, 77 v b7+ —b, T9., A>T HTL XD ?Spinach [ ¥
LY O] A, Selcia, Spinach[R 7L Y Il BMA-TL DD, o909 &2
AEFERLESTETT L, TIH, NAF Y MBI HREIDZATT L, H-TL S
INTTZIoOT—obta, (VHF—)NBFN->Th, T HINAr v b
ZEETHH, oL Z 9 spinach[RT LY U] ARLTirG, 2ZH9REHLAT
TR, BEHD, sorting room [f1:531F =] 12> TWS ATT, ZDOARRIIE
BHATIZ, -~V kT4, Sorting room [{L3 17 =] 12V, 22V ThHd—o
Llal> T, AP boil [4iT] 50, &R LT, % LT boil [4iT] LT
5, EWIZIZdH D, package [#T]. IZA->Thrbia, £ L THh 5 frozen room
[AE] IZA D AT, ko7 T3 L, Limabean [F A F]. ZHn b7
1Z?

Corn[hUET 2]?

Z A, corn[hTEBE I,

Peas[=> R~ A]?

ZZ, Peas[Tr RU~ Al bbolzia, taxboT,

How long were you there [Z Z (X ED < BN EL]?

9 —A, oneyear [LF] < HW\7e @

Oneyear [L4E] < B2 ZN BATILIZI T o720 ?

bbb ATT L,

Hawaii [Z)F > 72 ?

bS], KEDFTIZIT > T, yard work [[E{L5] T,

KEOH>TEZ?
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Hawaii ? 7 X U 7D 2

Oakland.

Oh, California.

Richmond, California.

Oh [& &% 9], Richmond, Richmond.

FGEST, HARN?

Z A4, BARAD AN, —FIZAL >7=75 yard cleaning [[EfRR] %2 5 B - &
HNH, ZEZIAT ThBEELL S 5T,

Z ZiZ howlong [ED < 5D HifE]]?

ZZ.sixmonth[6 7 A< 50z, HoHroE < B,
ZLThbESLEE?

ZLTHBAEE, 5HbOHA[RG < BAR] 232k b, 7 AV 1 d Oakland (2
kT, £ LTHZZ Tmarry [fE85] L T,

FEE L7 2

ZLTEZIEARE?

FZITEB- T, HEIICEDNIE-T-2H® 9 ? How many months we stay over
there? [{if  H &% Z12fFEA TV =hv72]

One year? [1 4]

No, Oakland IZ 5 x - & JE- T, 4 EIX...What the other place [t4i3 & 272~ 7=
7> L 5]? Oakland 7> 53E\OAlF, one more place [ 9 — & AT

California?

California I& California, but the other place [ T % 1% 9 #577]. Glendale!

BB, £9% 95, Glendale {26 X » L JE- 72D,

Nineteen forty [1940]...

1947.

1948 > THEW T H -7z, 10months [10 » Al FH->7=D, 7276 California (Zi%
10 months.

FN0B Hawaii IR > TE 72D ?

@

% @ Crystal City 7» b 72 & ZIMFEMH 1272 2 2 & 5 2 46 )~ 47.
75 /0, 1946 733,

OK,#% L T Crystal City 7> California, 1947.

Gardener, gardener 7= - 7223,

OK, T, MauilZRE»>7=D?

1948
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TR 2

THHIOE Y TE 2, IR T, BlZidn ot o7 TT &,
RoT&ET?

Maui (Z)F > T&E T b,

T, Maui iZff> T, £LTMaui TEAREFEEZLZ?

Maui T 6, 7212, ATy 7, W, biv, KRLE, 95, HHTH,
mixed up [t %~ L T\ /2]

KLTH, EFORLESTZO2T7T7T7—vaORL?
I LRRND, 7212, TR X F]DHEAR ? HALd construction [ 5],
ZLTTHERIRNSTED?

FLTODLL Y-S EDRIRS T, THIHEFEN R ol b AN, ZAE
Honolulu |2 H 7= D2,

Honolulu (ZHHT& 72 ?
T, £LTHD,
You went trucking company [& 72 7 [ ZiEE ST T - 72 ).

. O, oY HO Hawaii |12 Hawaii Airline [/NT A 7 U iiZE]. % =
0) Alrport [Ze#]D & = AIZ Higa Trucking [& Fi#iX], 2 CTEFLE -2
TT 4, brokofia,

KIT®?

RoFVRLoTHY 5 LD, 21XV, Crating [ fHie] 2 L ThbHEZ
IZHrolBo>T, 2AZ Ha, three month [3 # A] 7>, four month [4 » A]
KHBWEEBS7TLEY, ZNNDHD, ZI[HE X £ brother [ 28] 234
22T, <AL ZIZB 2T &L, Contract [B59] L Thab, KL, £07E
MHERKNSTES TN T oL Lo TT L,
kI@ﬁ%oEmﬁkI@ﬁE%ot@ommﬂﬁ#jfpw

b 9 2724, Form [flA32T] 205 finish [ EIF] £ T,

Z @ house [F] 1E~ 7= ?

ZHIXEST=TT X, Holzo BB VWATENL, &0 —3XH 70,
ZLTHHENRTERLTLED ?

XA ANABLHTL X I,

NANTHE?

ZZ. Bixonnv,

Oh, BiX-70 !

A Ao Ty 2 AT, — NFENELS, — ANFEEEN L &2k, W T
ANDSY R 75>90on ZLTHBIEED, |, EREBN L 2> TLE-> T,
BB, »bnE oI,

21



CS:
TS:

JT:

TS:
JT:
TS:
JT:
TS:
JT:
TS:
JT:
TS:
CS:
JT:

HRE. .
N
FRIE -

Toshio Saito Oral History Interview

Meningitis. [Baf7<]

B35 A, Saturdays, Sundays hospital [EBE] IT>72 TV iz, 17-72T
TR, X, BiE. LThD 2 A= THRWETT L, &EiToc e &
(243,

S BhMhoTzi x, Ok, Toshio san, what was your last job? [4—/7—. BRI A,
B 72 7= DIt OALFIIT T L 72222 Retire— 5[3&3 % HijlZ, what were you doing?
[T LCuWE Led]

Carpenter. [KX L. C77]

Carpenter. For who? [#£? ¢ T]

Coastal Construction in Mililani. [Mililani @ Coastal &%%]

Ok, fif4F1Z retire [S1IR] L E L=

Seventy-seven T L7/, [EHEHFETLLE2, ]

Oh, seventy-seven. 3> & Z Z ...

Sunset Beach.

Sunset Beach (2 A T2 AT 73?

vy, TTo by

Since 1962. [1962 4F-7)> 5]

Oh, since 1962. Ok, thank you very much, Toshio Saito-san, for sharing your story
with us. Just about your entire life. [4—727—, E2 bV E S T NE LT,
tx L HRTORREHZ TSI > T, FHEERIS A, £SIT. HRTEOANE
(22T ! ]

AnnaKato  (NTA HASUEE VH# —)

Anna Kato

Florence Sugimoto (U A HASbE % —)
Sheila Chun

55 H : 2016 4F 6 H

This was transcribed and translated by Anna Kato, and edited by Florence Sugimoto and Sheila
Chun, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii volunteers. Completed in August 2016.
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